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The Avalon Hotel, Whitley Bay and North East Region, Motorcycle Action Group, in conjunction with North Tyneside Council, propose to host the first “Whitley Bay Festival of Motorcycling” on the Beaconsfield, Tynemouth from Friday 10th to Sunday 12th August 2007.

The Event

The festival will celebrate all things connected with motorcycling.  We propose to invite local traders and motorcycle clubs to bring exhibits, presentations and displays, and to have custom and classic motorcycles on show, for the general public and tourists to enjoy.

The event will open on Friday afternoon and those attending for the entire weekend will begin to set up camp and enjoy the amenities and displays.  We hope for between 500 and 900 campers.  The gates will be open to visitors and locals from around noon on Friday, with day-tickets on sale.  Day-ticket holders will be excluded from the site from 8pm, when the evening’s entertainment will begin.

On Saturday afternoon, we will stage a cavalcade of motorcycles along the sea-front road, with the help of Northumberland Police.  Following the Cavalcade, prizes for the motorcycle show will be presented.

In the evening, live and recorded music and dancing will be held in the main marquee.  This will be sited and arranged thoughtfully, with full consideration of minimising any potential disturbance to local residents.  The entertainment will close prior to midnight on both Friday and Saturday.

The Organisers

The Avalon Hotel, South Parade, Whitley Bay has been under the management of Mick & Kath Farwell for the past couple of years and they have developed a broad clientele, but with an emphasis on motorcyclists.  In contrast with other bars and nightclubs in the area, The Avalon Hotel stands out as a quiet, trouble-free venue and the proprietors have built up a good relationship with North Tyneside Council and Northumberland Police.

Mick is keen to work with the Council and the Tourist Board to attract more visitors to Whitley Bay and Tynemouth and hopes that the Festival of Motorcycling will become a regular event in the tourist calendar, to the benefit of local traders and residents.

The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) campaigns for riders’ rights throughout the UK and has representation within both the UK and European Parliament.  MAG is instrumental in mobilising political support on various legislative challenges to motorcycling and is also keen to promote motorcycling as a congestion-busting and environmentally-friendly form of transport, which is also great fun!

MAG has many years’ experience of planning, organising and marshalling motorcycle rallies, shows and parades throughout the UK and Ireland and these activities form one of our major sources of publicity and income.

The event will comply fully with all legislative, licensing, health and safety and insurance requirements and a Designated Premises Supervisor from MAG’s North East Region will be the license-holder for the event.  Key MAG personnel in the North East are Ian Cook, Regional Representative and Archi Hipkins, National Communications Officer and member of the organising committee for the “Stormin’ the Castle” rally, which is held annually at Witton Castle.  North East MAG’s Treasurer, Roy Stewart, lives on The Broadway, Tynemouth.

We will also have the help and support of Pete Walker, who is the organiser of MAG’s Farmyard Party, held annually at Duncombe Park, Helmsley, North Yorkshire, the home of Lord and Lady Feversham.

Benefits to the Local Economy

The Festival of Motorcycling, like other local events such as the Mouth of the Tyne Festival, the Kite Festival, the Surfing Championship, the Jazz Festival and the Vintage Bus Rally, has much potential to attract tourists and locals to visit and boost the economy for local traders and the Council.  For this reason, the proposed event has the full support of North Tyneside Council.

Based on similar events which MAG has run at other venues, we anticipate that up to 2,000 additional visitors may be expected over the course of the weekend.  MAG will be able to obtain supporting information for this claim, from the Helmsley Chamber of Trade, based on visitors to Helmsley for the Farmyard Party.

Additionally, the event will offer an opportunity for local families to have a day out to visit the Festival, see the excellent displays and exhibitions and join in with the festivities!

Potential Drawbacks

It is recognised by the organisers that, as with any event of this size, some disruption to nearby residents and locals may occur.  We would hope to minimise this possibility and we plan to meet with local residents’ groups, North Tyneside Council and other interested parties to discuss concerns and take advice on the best way to accommodate residents’ needs.

There will inevitably be some traffic disruption due to increased visitor numbers and, potentially, from the Motorcycle Cavalcade on Saturday.  We have agreed with North Tyneside Council that closure of the car park in front of the Beaconsfield will not be necessary, although removal of a few parking spaces adjacent to the site entrance will be needed for access and safety purposes.

We will work closely with Northumberland Police to ensure traffic disruption from the Cavalcade is kept to a minimum.  We anticipate that Police motorcyclists will accompany us and carry out rolling junction closures as required as the Cavalcade progresses.

The possibility of late-night noise and disturbance will naturally be of concern to those residents whose properties border the site.  The organisers will do our utmost to minimise any impact and we will work with the Council’s Environment and Planning Dept., to ensure that all aspects of the event comply fully with legislative requirements.

The entertainment marquee and the site entrance will be located as far away from residents as possible and sound equipment will be directed away from residential areas.  The entertainment marquee will close before midnight, at the same time as the last Metro train, to prevent additional noise any later than usual.

Outline Schedule for the Festival of Motorcycling

Friday 10th August:

12:00 noon:
Site opens, campers and visitors begin to arrive.
Campsite, bar, trade stalls, exhibitions and displays open to campers and general public.  Some music in the bar throughout the day.

8:00 pm
Day visitors asked to leave, only those with weekend tickets allowed to remain.  Evening entertainment commences.

12:00 midnight
Live music ends.

Saturday 11th August:

10:00 am
Site re-opens to general public and day visitors. 
Campsite, bar, trade stalls, exhibitions and displays open to campers and general public.  Some music in the bar throughout the day.

12:00 noon
Motorcycle show, with various categories for classic, modern and custom motorcycles.

2:00 pm
Cavalcade of Motorcycles leaves site.  With police escort, we will ride along the sea-front and into Whitley Bay town centre, returning via the A193 and Tynemouth (exact route TBA).

4:00 pm
Presentation of prizes for the motorcycle show.

8:00 pm
Day visitors asked to leave, only those with weekend tickets allowed to remain.  Evening entertainment commences.

12:00 midnight
Live music ends.

Sunday 12th August:

End of Festival.  Campers leave and traders/exhibitors take down stalls.  Site will be broken down during the course of Sunday afternoon and the site will be clear and re-instated to good condition by Monday evening.

A draft site plan is shown overleaf for information.

Contacts

The Avalon Hotel:

Mick & Kath Farwell

26, South Parade, Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear. NE26 2RG

Tel: 0191 251 0080; Email: info@theavalon.co.uk
North East Motorcycle Action Group:

Regional Rep.: Ian Cook

Green Cottage, Holwick, Middleton-in-Teesdale, County Durham, DL12 0NR

Tel: 0870 774 3548; Email: north-east-region@mag-uk.org

SITE PLAN






This site plan shows the boundaries and arrangement of the proposed Whitley Bay Festival of Motorcycling, to be held on the Beaconsfield, Tynemouth on 10th to 12th August 2007.  The plan is an early draft and will be subject to change as arrangements are finalised.
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